St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
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PALM SUNDAY

April 24, 2016

ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
44 Bowers Street,
Phone: (978) 452-4816

Lowell, MA 01854
Fax: (978) 452-6041

Email: fatherfaris@comcast.net
Web: www.saintgeorgelowell.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintgeorgelowell
Rt. Rev. Fr. Leonard Faris, Pastor
WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) Service
Sunday School
Divine Liturgy
Office hours: Tuesday—Friday

9:00 a.m.
Every other Sunday
9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Important Notice: The reception of Holy Communion is limited to Orthodox Christians who have pre-

pared themselves by prayer, fasting and recent Confession. Confessions are heard on Sunday mornings
during the Matins Service or by special appointment. The Eucharistic Fast begins at midnight on Saturday and ends up with the receiving of Holy Communion. If you are on medication or a young child, you
can have a light breakfast before coming to church. If you have any questions, please call Fr. Leonard.

Thank you,
+ Father Leonard

Prayer Requests and Bulletin News: All prayer requests and articles for the
weekly bulletin must be submitted each week by Noon, Tuesday: emailed to Fr.
Leonard at fatherfaris@comcast.net or call 978-452-4816, otherwise, the requests and articles will be published the following week.
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
If anyone is in the hospital it is the duty of the family to inform the priest so that he
can visit the patient. Also, if anyone is homebound and would like to receive Holy
Communion, he/she or a family member should contact Fr. Leonard to make arrangements to bring the Sacrament to the shut-in. Fr. Leonard is always happy to
bring the Sacraments to those in Hospitals, Nursing Homes or at home. Thank you
and God bless!

The Entrance Hymn of Palm Sunday
Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord: the Lord is
God and hath revealed himself unto us. Save us, O Son of God,
Who didst sit upon the foals of a donkey, who sing to Thee.
Alleluia
Troparion of Lazarus Saturday in Tone 1
O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead,
before Thy Passion, Thou didst confirm the universal
resurrection. Wherefore, we, like children, carry the insignia of
triumph and victory, and cry to Thee, O Vanquisher of death:
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who cometh in the
Name of the Lord.
Troparion of Palm Sunday in Tone 4
O Christ God, when we were buried with Thee in Baptism, we
became deserving of Thy Resurrection to immortal life.
Wherefore, we praise Thee, crying: Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.
Kontakion of Palm Sunday in Tone 6
Upborne upon the heavenly throne, and seated upon the
earthly foal, O Christ our God, receive the praises of angels
and the hymns of men, exclaiming before thee: Blessed is He
that cometh to restore Adam.

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians
Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at
hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. What you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me, these do; and the God of peace will be
with you.

Gospel: John 12:1-18
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus who
had died was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made Him a
supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with Him. Mary
took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and
wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the
ointment. But Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of His Disciples (he who was to
betray Jesus), said, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii
and given to the poor?” This he said, not because he cared for the poor but
because he was a thief, and as he had the moneybox he used to take what was
put into it. Jesus said, “Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of My burial.
The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have Me.” When
the great crowd of the Jews learned that He was there, they came, not only on
account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on account of
him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The next day a
great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him,
crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord, the King
of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, “Fear
not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
His Disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that this had been written of Him and had been done to Him.
The crowd that had been with Jesus when He called Lazarus out of the tomb
and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to
meet Jesus was that they heard He had done this sign.

Prayers are being offered for
the Health and Safety of:
Nora Abdelahad
Ed & Lillian Betor
David and Cindy Boragine
Ida Boragine
Jacque and Camilla Cloutier and Family
Ralph Carnevale
George Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Elias Grivas
Nicholas, Veronique, Annabelle
& Chloe Groff
Duayne Habib
Rosalind Hajjar & Family
Mary Howie
Lloyd Jennings
Joe Kadir
Fr. Stephen, and Family
Rose Lowe
Nick Manolis
Marcotte Family & Sgt. Peter Marcotte
Thomas Marcotte
Paul Panagopoulos
Freda Sadak & Family
Amad Tayebi
Jack Trottier
Dr. Vartan & Lisa Yeghiazarians
& Family
Genia Yeghiazarians
Christian Yianopoulos
Mary Ann Zaharias
Steve Zaharoulis
Nahil Zananiri

Prayers are being offered in Memory of:
Charles Abdelahad
George Abodeely
Miriam Abodeely
Mazen Alwarad
Toula Anasoulis
Andrew Ansara
Elias Ansara
John Ansara
Maurice Ansara
Gladys Assaly
Linda Assaly
Jacob Awad
Juliette Bahou
Laurice Bahou
Widad Batten
James “Jimmy” Beaudry
Mary Bogosian
Dorothy Boragine
Sal Boragine
Cleopatra Bouras
Sofie & Paul Brown
Toma Calache
Dr. Christos Daoulas
Fred Ead
Frances Ellis
Frank Ellis
George Faris
Mary T. Faris
Connie Fumia
Elizabeth & Joseph Ghareeb
John & Irene Gkolias
George P. Habib

Philip Hajjar
Eleanor Husson
N. Mary Husson
Terry Husson Kadir
Emtisal & Musalam Kazmeh
Siham Khadij
George Lowe
Efthymios & Paraskevi Manolis
Elsie Faris Mansor
Nafie Moses
Frederick & Matilda Noonan
Hanna Saad
Mary Saati
George W. & Mary Saba
Badwi Sabbouh
Veto & Vasiliki Selvagio
Eleanor Shalhoup
Judy Skaff
Mildred & Arthur Skaff
Minnie Skaff
Nellie Husson Skaff
Ricky Skaff
Stephen Skaff
T. Michael Skaff
George B. Stewart
Elaine Viera
Tony Yacoub
Leon Yeghiazarians
Charles Zaharias

MAY THEIR MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!!

ALTAR BREAD

Today’s Altar Bread is being offered in loving
memory of Joseph and Elizabeth Ghareeb. May
their memories be eternal.

PALMS
The Palms are given in memory of Victor and Eleanor Shalhoub, requested by their daughter, Victoria and son-in-law,
Elias Hatem and their granddaughters, Alexandra and
Nicole Hatem. May Victor and Eleanor’s memories be eternal and may God bless Victoria, Elias, Alexander and Nicole
with good health, happiness and long life.

THIS WEEK

Tonight 4-24

6:30 pm

Bridegroom Matins

Mon.

4-25

6:30 pm

Bridegroom Matins

Tue.

4-26

6:30 pm

Bridegroom Matins

Wed.

4-27

6:30 pm

Holy Unction Service

Thu.

4-28

9:00 am
6:00 pm
6:30 pm

Divine Liturgy of the Mystical Supper
Service of the Washing of the Feet
The Service of the Twelve Passion
Gospels with Procession with the Cross

Fri.

4-29

3:00 pm
6:30 pm

Service of the Descent from the Cross
Lamentation Service

Sat.

4-30

9:00 am
10:00 am

Vesper Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Communion breakfast and Children’s
Easter Service: Coffee Hour & Egg
Hunt

10:00 pm

Hajme, Matins and Divine
Liturgy of Pascha

PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday is the celebration of the triumphant entrance of
Christ into the royal city of Jerusalem. He rode on a colt for which He
Himself had sent, and He permitted the people to hail Him publicly as a
king. A large crowd met Him in a manner befitting royalty, waving palm
branches and placing their garments in His path. They greeted Him with
these words: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
even the King of Israel!
This day together with the raising of Lazarus are signs pointing beyond themselves to the mighty deeds and events which consummate
Christ’s earthly ministry. The time of fulfillment was at hand. Christ’s raising of Lazarus points to the destruction of death and the joy of resurrection
which will be accessible to all through His own death and resurrection.
His entrance into Jerusalem is a fulfillment of the messianic prophecies
about the king who will enter his holy city to establish a final kingdom.
“Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on an ass, and
on a colt, the foal of an ass”.
Finally, the events of these triumphant two days are but the passage to Holy Week: the “hour” of suffering and death for which Christ
came. Thus the triumph in a earthly sense is extremely short-lived. Jesus
enters openly into the midst of His enemies, publicly saying and doing
those things which mostly enrage them. The people themselves will soon
reject Him. They misread His brief earthly triumph as a sign of something
else: His emergence as a political messiah who will lead them to the glories of an earthly kingdom.

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, OF
LOWELL,
Cordially invite all the Greek and Antiochian
Communities to join us I celebrating our
PATRONAL FEAST DAY ON BRIGHT MONDAY, MAY
2ND at
St. George Greek Orthodox Church
Princeton Boulevard
Lowell, MA
Orthos will begin at 9:30 am with the
Festal Divine Liturgy
Beginning at 10:00 am.
There will be a Feast Day breakfast
following the Divine Services
ALL ORTHODOX CLERGY ARE INVITED TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE FEAST DAY
CELEBRATION!!!
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A Reminder on Palm Sunday

Enter into His Sanctuary with thanksgiving and into His Courts with
praise… (Psalm 100)
We respectfully request that there be no unnecessary talking or
noise during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. If children
become excessively noisy or distracting for others it is perfectly
permissible to take them to the Bengarri area or the hall if necessary.
This is the House of God and it is incumbent upon everyone of us to
show all due respect to the One we have gathered to worship and for
whom the Church exits. Please turn off Cell phones and other
devices when in God’s House.
Please make an effort to clean up. Do not leave palms, bulletins and
bread in your seat or on the floor.

Important!
For those who haven’t had their
Confessions heard, Confessions
will be heard before or after
the Services on Palm Sunday, Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday.
THERE WILL BE NO CONFESSIONS HEARD AFTER HOLY
TUESDAY DURING HOLY WEEK!!!

Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday

Hosanna!
What a REMARKABLE WEEKEND it was! Two highlights in the life of Jesus before
that final week of tragedy and ultimate triumph.
On Saturday, the Lord came to the grave of His friend Lazarus, who had died several
days before. Summoned by the sisters Mary and Martha, Jesus wept for him and then
called out to Lazarus and raised him from the dead. Amazement swept through the
crowd as Christ bid the men to "loose him and let him go" from the funeral garments
that entwined him. What joy and gladness filled the souls of the family in Bethany,
and what faith was kindled in all that witnessed the
miracle of resurrection.
No wonder the next day, Palm Sunday, the throng came
out to greet Jesus as He rode into Jerusalem for the awesome events of that fateful week. An amazing sight it was:
Christ riding on a colt towards the Holy City, as young
and old waved branches and flowers and shed their coats
along ms path, proclaiming: "Hosanna! Blessed is He that
comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel "
St. Luke tells us that as the procession wound its way and come into view of Jerusalem, the Lord paused and wept. Perhaps He saw what would happen to the site in the
years to come, perhaps He was the rejection that would greet him there, the pain and
suffering He would bear for the sins of mankind...
But Jesus is still riding on! After nearly two thousand years believers in Him still proclaim "Hosanna to the Son of David...Hosanna in the highest!" He is still King to whom
we pledge love and loyalty. We still rejoice in bearing His name. We join today in
that chorus that hails Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the long hope in a lost world.

Confessions During the Lenten Season
Important!
Confessions during
the Lenten Season will
be heard before or
after all Lenten
Services as well as
before and after
Sunday Divine
Liturgy. Remember the
rule of the Church
is to have your
Confession heard
at least once a year
during the Easter. If you are planning on receiving Holy Unction on
Holy Wednesday, April 27th and Holy Communion on either Holy
Thursday, April 28th, Holy Saturday morning, April 29th, or Easter
Midnight Liturgy, April 30th, you must come to Confession before
Holy Wednesday, April 27th.
THERE WILL BE NO CONFESSIONS HEARD AFTER HOLY
WEDNESDAY DURING HOLY WEEK!!!

This Week
Beloved in Christ, beginning tonight and continuing until next
Saturday evening, Services will be held each evening
commemorating the betrayal, suffering and death of Our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Please look at the Holy Week Services insert for
the particular Services and times. I urge all our faithful to come and
walk with Christ as He journeys to Calvary this week for our
salvation. Come and experience the immense pain and suffering
that He endured for us. Experience the love and compassion He
showed for all mankind. Make this Holy Pascha a special
Resurrection for all of us!!!
+Fr. Leonard

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
Teen SOYO
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Where: Parish Hall
When: Saturday, May 7, 2016
Time: 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Cost: $12.00 per person, $6.00 for children 12 and
under
Tickets will be sold every Sunday through May 1st and
at the door the night of the dinner. See Denise Oujaimi
or Teen SOYO members for tickets.
We will have spaghetti, eggplant parmesan, meat and
vegetarian sauce, salad, bread, beverages and dessert.
Come join us for a fun evening out with the family for
fellowship and delicious food while supporting the
teens of our Parish for their one and only fundraiser of
the year!

