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WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday:  Matins (Orthros) Service  9:00 a.m. Sunday School, Every other Sunday, 9:30  a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. Church Office Hours;  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 a.m. and we should not arrive late.  When we do arrive late and the Epistle 

or Gospel is being read or the priest is preaching the sermon or the Great Entrance is taking place, please REMAIN 
in the Vestibule until it is finished before entering the Church.  At the end of the Divine Liturgy please keep your 

conversation until the “Coffee Hour”.  We should leave the Church in silence. 
 
Important Notice:  The reception of Holy Communion is limited to Orthodox Christians who have prepared them-
selves by prayer, fasting and recent Confession.  Confessions are heard on Sunday mornings during the Matins Ser-
vice or by special appointment.  The Eucharistic Fast begins at midnight on Saturday and ends up with the receiv-

ing of Holy Communion.  If you are on medication or a young child, you can have a light breakfast before coming 
to church.  If you have any questions, please call Fr. Leonard. 
 

Thank you,  
+ Father Leonard 
 

Prayer Requests and Bulletin News:   All prayer requests and articles for the weekly  

bulletin must be submitted each week by Noon, Tuesday: emailed to Fr. Leonard at  
fatherfaris@comcast.net or call 978-452-4816, otherwise, the requests and articles will 

be published the following week. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

If anyone is in the hospital it is the duty of the family to inform the priest so that he 

can visit the patient.  Also, if anyone is homebound and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, he/she or a family member should contact Fr. Leonard to make ar-

rangements to bring the Sacrament to the shut-in.  Fr. Leonard is always happy to 

bring the Sacraments to those in Hospitals, Nursing Homes or at home.  Thank you 

and God bless! 



Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 6 
When Mary stood at thy grave looking for thy sacred Body, angelic powers 

shone above thy revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard 
became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby; 

Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world; O thou Who art 
risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.  

 

Entrance Hymn  
Ha-lum-mu li-nas-jud, wa-nar-ka’ lil-ma-sih, khal-lis-na ya bna l-lah, ya 

man qa-ma min bal-nil-am-wat, li-nu-rat-til la-ka, Hal-li-lu-ia 

 
Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 6 (repeated) 

 

Troparion of the Ascension, Tone 4 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy Disciples 

with the promise of the Holy Spirit, having become confident of the blessing. 
Verily, Thou art the Son of God, and Deliverer of the world. 
 

Troparion of the Holy Fathers, Tone  
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy 
Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto 

the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee. 
 

Troparion of St. George, Tone 4 

As deliver of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirmed, 
champion of kings, victorious great martyr George, intercede with Christ our 

God, for our souls’ salvation. 
 

Kontakion of the Ascension, Tone 6 

When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our sakes, uniting the terrestrials 
with the celestials, Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, inseparable 
in space, but constant without separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: I am 

with you, and no one shall be against you. 



Epistle:  Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36 

 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. For Thou art just in 
all Thou hast done. 
 
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he 
might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at 

Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost.  And from Miletus he 
sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church.  And 
when they came to him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves 

and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his 
own Son.  I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves 
will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them. Therefore, be alert, remembering that for three years I did 

not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears.  And now I 
commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to 

build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified.  I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.  You 
yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and 

to those who were with me.  In all things I have shown you that by so 
toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  And 

when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 



Gospel:  John 17:1-13 

 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John 

 
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, 

the hour has come; glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since 

Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 
whom Thou hast given Him.  And this is eternal life, that they know 
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent.  I glori-

fied Thee on earth, having accomplished the work which Thou gavest 
Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own presence with 

the glory which I had with Thee before the world was made. I have 
manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the 
world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have 

kept Thy word.  Now they know that everything that Thou hast given 
Me is from Thee; for I have given them the words which Thou gavest Me, 
and they have received them and know in truth that I came from Thee; 

and they have believed that Thou didst send Me.  I am praying for 
them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom Thou hast giv-
en Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I 

am glorified in them.  And now I am no more in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to Thee.  Holy Father, keep them in Thy 

Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as We 
are one.  While I was with them, I kept them in Thy Name, which Thou 
have given Me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the 

son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am 
coming to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may 
have My joy fulfilled in themselves.” 



Prayers are being offered for  
the  Health and Safety of: 

Nora Abdelahad 
Connie Abodeely 
Lorice Ansara 

Ray Beaudry 
Ed & Lillian Betor 
David and Cindy Boragine 
Ida Boragine 
Miriam Calache 

George Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. Elias Grivas 
Veronique, Annabelle  & Chloe 

Groff 

Duayne Habib 
Rosalind Hajjar & Family 
Mary Howie 
Joanne Husson 
Lloyd Jennings 

Joe Kadir 
Fr. Stephen, and Family 
Charlie Kanavos 
Rose Lowe 
Marcotte Family 

Thomas Marcotte 
Eric Soucy 
Amad Tayebi 
Jack Trottier 

Dr. Vartan & Lisa  
 Yeghiazarians  & Family 
Genia Yeghiazarians 
Christian Yianopoulos  
Nahil Zananiri 

Prayers are being offered  in Memory of: 

Charles Abdelahad 
George Abodeely 

Miriam Abodeely 

Mazen Alwarad 
Toula Anasoulis  
Andrew Ansara 

Elias Ansara 
John Ansara 
Maurice Ansara 
Gladys Assaly 
Linda Assaly 

Yaacoub Awad 
Juliette Bahou 
Laurice Bahou 
Widad Batten 
James “Jimmy” Beaudry 

Mary Bogosian 
Dorothy Boragine 
Sal Boragine 
Cleopatra Bouras 

Sofie & Paul Brown 
Toma Calache 
Dr. Christos Daoulas 
Fred Ead 
Frances Ellis 

Frank Ellis 
George & Elsie Faris 
Mary T. Faris 
Connie Fumia 
Elizabeth & Joseph  

 Ghareeb 

John & Irene Gkolias 

MAY THEIR  MEMORIES  BE ETERNAL!! 

George P. Habib 
Philip Hajjar 

Eleanor Husson 

N. Mary Husson 
Terry Husson Kadir 
Emtisal & Musalam Kazmeh 

Siham Khadij 
Lynda Lawrence 
George Lowe 
Efthymios & Paraskevi Manolis 
Nafie Moses 

Frederick & Matilda Noonan 
Anisse Saad 
Hanna Saad 
Mary Saati 
George W. & Mary Saba 

Badwi Sabbouh 
Freda Sadak 
Veto & Vasiliki Selvagio 
Eleanor Shalhoup 

Fred Simon 
Judy Skaff 
Mildred & Arthur Skaff 
Minnie Skaff 
Nellie Husson Skaff 

Ricky Skaff 
Stephen Skaff 
T. Michael Skaff 
J. B. Taleb 
Elaine Viera 

Leon Yeghiazarians 

Charles Zaharias 
Mary Ann Zaharias 



Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

 
Introduction 
The seventh Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox 

Church as the Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. This day 
commemorates the 318 God-bearing Fathers who gathered in Nicaea in 325 at 

the request of the Emperor, Saint Constantine the Great, to address the heresy of 
Arianism together with other issues that concerned the unity of the Church. 
 

Commemoration of The Great and Holy Feast of Pascha 
Arius was a protopresbyter of the Church of Alexandria, and in 315, he began to 
blaspheme against the Son of God saying that He was not the true God, consub-

stantial with the Father, but rather a work or creation of God and different from 
the essence and glory of the Father. He also taught that the Son of God had a be-
ginning. These teachings shook the faithful at Alexandria. The Bishop of Alexan-

dria, Alexander, attempted to correct Arius through admonitions, cut him off from 
communion, and finally deposed him in 321 through a local council. Arius contin-

ued with his heretical teachings, creating controversy and division in the churches 
of other cities, which led to a theological and ecclesiastical crisis throughout the 
Christian Church. 

 
Moved with divine zeal and concern for unity, the Emperor Constantine the Great, 
equal to the Apostles, summoned the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, a city of 

Bithynia. It was in this place that the bishops of the Church gathered in 325. All of 
them, with one mouth and one voice, declared that the Son and Word of God is one 
in essence with the Father, true God of true God. The Fathers composed the holy 

symbol of Faith, the Nicene Creed.  The Fathers also anathematized Arius for his 
heretical beliefs and teachings, cutting him off from the Church. 

 
Recognizing the divine Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council as heralds of the 
Faith after the divine Apostles, the Church of Christ has appointed this present 

Sunday for their annual commemoration, in thanksgiving and unto the glory of 
God, unto their praise and honor, and unto the strengthening of the true Faith. 



Scholarships 

Applications are now being accepted for the Andrew W.  

Ansara Memorial Scholarship.  First time applicants only.   
Eligible applicants must be a graduating senior in high school, 
continuing his/her education r a college student already in a 

degree program.  The applicant must also be in good standing 
with St. George Church.  See Fr. Leonard or any member of the 

Ansara family for further details.   
Application deadline is June 5th. 

Applications are now being accepted for the “St. George Ladies 

Society” Scholarship.  Eligible applicants must be female, 22 
years of age an older, be a member in good standing in the 
church, be actively involved in the worship, service, and social 

life of the church, be applying for, or registered in, an academic 
or trade study program, and demonstrate financial need.  See Fr. 

Leonard or Martha Stewart for further details and an applica-
tion.  Application deadline is June 18th . 



THANK YOU 

 
Special thanks to Rhonda Murray who was able to sell 32 tick-
ets, to Michael Forsley who was able to sell 13 tickets  and Joe 

Awad who was able to sell 11 tickets, and made our annual raf-
fle a big success. 

 
Special thanks to all our parishioners and friends who made our 
Annual Raffle a big success. 

 
Hilda Zananiri 
Chairwoman 

SAVE THE DATES 

Lowell Folk Festival 

July 28, 29 and 30, 2017 

  

As in prior years, we will participate in the Lowell Folk 

Festival which is scheduled for July 28-30,  2017.   

Please save these dates as we all depend on your help 

that weekend. If you would like make a donation to-

wards the Folk Festival expenses please see Azar Louh, 

Mack Louh, or Ron Tayebi.  



Annual Raffle and Cocktail Party 

May 19, 2017 
Income and Expense Report 

 

Income: 
Ticket Sales (225  Tickets x $65.00) $14,625.00 

Donations:   $265.00 
Wine baskets including scratch tickets, 4 red sox 
 tickets raffle $1,030.00 

Total Income: $15,920.00 
 
Expenses: 

Money prizes $3,500.00 
Cocktail party expenses, including pastries  
 and flowers $3,010.00 

D.J. music $500.00 

Tickets and envelopes printing, and stamps $315.00 

Total Expenses: $7,325.00 
 
Net profit: $8,595.00 



Sixth Annual Saint George Church Night at the Lowell Spinners (Red Sox Sin-
gle A Minor League Affiliate) vs. Auburn Doubledays (Washington Nation-

als Single A Minor League Affili- ate) on Saturday, August 12, 2017 at 5:35 
PM at LeLacheur Park.  The stadi- um is located at 450 Aiken Street Lowell, 

MA 01854. It will be Harry Potter Night and a promotional item will be given 

out. Entrances to the park open at 4:35 PM. Five dollar parking is available 
near the ballpark in various parking lots.    

 
We have reserved 70 tickets in the Premium Box Seats Section along the left field line at $9 each. All seats 

are chair seats with cup holders. Tickets will be sold on a first come first basis. Ticket requests and payments 

are due no later than July 5, 2017. Please mail both the Ticket Request Form and a check made payable to 
Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church to Andrew Saati. 

 
Andrew Saati 

33 Pine Hill Street 

Lowell, MA 01852 
 

You may also give Andrew your check and Ticket Request Form at any coffee hour. Tickets will be mailed 
out at least two weeks before the game day. 

 

For all questions, please reach out to Andrew at (508) 740-8728 or email him at  
andrewsaati21@yahoo.com. 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
Ticket Request Form (PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION) 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip Code _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Telephone Number ______________________________________________________________ 

 
Email Address _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of  Tickets ___________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed ____________________________ 

mailto:andrewsaati21@yahoo.com


  

  

  


