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Sunday: Matins (Orthros) Service 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday School: Every other Sunday, 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Church Office Hours;: Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 a.m. and we should not arrive late. When we do arrive late and the Epistle or Gospel is being
read or the priest is preaching the sermon or the Great Entrance is taking place, please REMAIN in the Vestibule until it is
finished before entering the Church. At the end of the Divine Liturgy please keep your conversation until the “Coffee Hour”.
We should leave the Church in silence.

Important Notice: The reception of Holy Communion is limited to Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves by
prayer, fasting and recent Confession. Confessions are heard on Sunday mornings during the Matins Service or by special
appointment. The Eucharistic Fast begins at midnight on Saturday and ends up with the receiving of Holy Communion. If
you are on medication or a young child, you can have a light breakfast before coming to church. If you have any questions,
please call Fr. Leonard.

Thank you,
Father Leonard
Prayer Requests and Bulletin News: All prayer requests and articles for the weekly bulletin must be submitted each week by
Noon, Tuesday: emailed to Fr. Leonard at fatherfaris@comcast.net or call 978-452-4816, otherwise, the requests and articles
will be published the following week.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
If anyone is in the hospital it is the duty of the family to inform the priest so that he can visit the patient. Also, if anyone is homebound and would like to receive Holy Communion, he/she or a family member should
contact Fr. Leonard to make arrangements to bring the Sacrament to the shut-in. Fr. Leonard is always happy to bring the Sacraments to those in Hospitals, Nursing Homes or at home. Thank you and God bless!

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 1
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy
most pure Body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, granting life to
the world; for which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O
giver of Life: Glory to thy Resurrection, O Christ; glory to Thy Kingdom; glory
to Thy Providence, O Thou Who alone art the Lover of mankind!
Entrance Hymn
Ha-lum-mu lu li-nas-jud, wa-nar-ka’ lil-ma-sih, khal-lis-na ya bna l-lah, ya
man qa-ma min bal-nil-am-wat, li-nu-rat-til la-ka, Hal-li-lu-ia
Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 1 (repeated)
Troparion of the Forefeast of the Transfiguration, Tone 4
Come, let us all welcome the Transfiguration of Christ, and joyously celebrate
the bright prefestival, O ye faithful, and let us cry: Nigh at hand now is the
day of God-given gladness, as the Sov’reign Master goeth up on Mount Tabor *
to flash forth with the beautiful light of His Divinity.
Troparion of St. George, Tone 4
As deliver of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirmed,
champion of kings, victorious great martyr George, intercede with Christ our
God, for our souls’ salvation.
Kontakion of the Transfiguration, Tone 7
Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were
able, beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee
crucified, they would remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary, and
could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the
Father.

THE EPISTLE

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16)
Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to
death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We
are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are
strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger
and thirst, we are ill clad and buffeted and homeless; and we labor, working with
our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as the refuse of the world,
the off scouring of all things. I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have countless guides in
Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus
through the Gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me.
THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (17:14-23)
At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before Him said, “Lord,
have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls
into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to Thy disciples, and they
could not heal him.” And Jesus answered, “O faithless and perverse generation,
how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to
me.” And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was
cured instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could
we not cast it out?” Jesus said to them, “Because you have no faith. For truly, I say to
you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.
This kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting.” As they were traveling
together through Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of man is to be delivered into
the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and He will rise on the third day.”

Prayers are being offered for the
Health and Safety of:
Nora Abdelahad
Connie Abodeely
Lorice Ansara
William Ansara
Phyllis Arsenault
Siham Bahou
June Behrakis
Ed & Lillian Betor
David and Cindy Boragine
Ida Boragine
George Ellis
Athanasia Grivas
Veronique, Annabelle & Chloe Groff
Duayne Habib
Rosalind Hajjar & Family
Sam Halperin & Family
Lloyd Jennings
Joe Kadir
Fr. Stephen and Family
Rose Lowe
Marcotte Family
Lynn Marccotte
Thomas Marcotte
Robert Maria
Kay Moulton
Fred Noonan
Chakeep Skaff
Amad Tayebi
Jack Trottier
Dr. Vartan & Lisa Yeghiazarians &
Family
Genia Yeghiazarians

Prayers are being offered in Memory of:
Charles Abdelahad
George Abodeely
Miriam Abodeely
Toula Anasoulis
Andrew Ansara
Elias Ansara
John Ansara
Maurice Ansara
Gladys Assaly
Yaacoub Awad
Juliette Bahou
Laurice Bahou
Widad Batten
James “Jimmy” Beaudry
Dorothy Boragine
Sal Boragine
Cleopatra Bouras
Fred Ead
Frances Ellis
Frank Ellis
George & Elsie Faris
Mary T. Faris
Mary V. Faris
Elizabeth & Joseph Ghareeb
Elias Grivas
George P. Habib
Philip Hajjar
Dorothea Husson
Eleanor Husson
N. Mary Husson

Terry Husson Kadir
George Lowe
Efthymios & Paraskevi Manolis
George Matook
Nafie Moses
Frederick & Matilda Noonan
Paul Panagopoulos, Sr.
Anisse Saad
Hanna Saad
Mary Saati
George W. & Mary Saba
Badawi Sabbouh
Eleanor Shalhoup
Fred Simon
Judy Skaff
Mildred & Arthur Skaff
Minnie Skaff
Nellie Husson Skaff
Ricky Skaff
Stephen Skaff
T. Michael Skaff
Edmond Solomon
J. B. Taleb
Elaine Vieira
Leon Yeghiazarians
Charles Zaharias
Mary Ann Zaharias
Hilda Zananiri
Nahil Zananiri

MAY THEIR MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!!

ALTAR BREAD
Today’s Altar Bread is being offered in memory of the Servant of God,
Paul Panagopoulos, requested by his wife, Lillian and his children,
Martha, Lisa and Paul. May Paul’s memory be eternal.

MEMORIAL - Today, August 5th
A 6 Month Memorial is being offered for the repose of the Soul of the
Servant of God, Paul Panagopoulos, requested by his wife, Lillian and his
children, Martha, Lisa and Paul. May Paul’s memory be eternal.

COFFEE HOUR
Today’s Coffee Hour is being sponsored, in memory of the Servant of
God, Paul Panagopoulos, requested by his wife, Lillian and his
children, Martha, Lisa and Paul. May Paul’s memory be eternal.. May
God bless Lillian, Martha, Lisa and Paul with peace, good health and happiness!

GREAT FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Today, as we celebrate the Great Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord, we will
have the Traditional Blessing of Grapes following the Divine Liturgy. The grapes
are given for the Glory of God and for the health and safety of the Faris Family and
in memory of George and Elsie Faris by their son Fr. Leonard. May George and Elsie’s memory be eternal and may God bless the Faris Family with peace, good health
and happiness.

August is the "Month of The Theotokos"
To Orthodox Christians, August is a sacred month, a month that brings an intense
feeling of reverence and devotion to The Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother-ofGod. For on the Fourteenth of August, the Orthodox Church celebrates with great
Solemnity the Greatest Feast of the Mother-of-God, Her Dormition (FallingAsleep) and Assumption into Heaven. Special Prayer Services are celebrated in
Her Honor prior to the Feast. We also prepare ourselves for this Great Feast by
fasting from July 31 to August 14. These Special Services are called
Paraclesis Services (Prayers of Supplication) in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Who is our greatest Intercessor before God. It is a special period similar to Great
Lent. Orthodox Families are encouraged to attend these beautiful Services and to
participate in the Sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion in honor of this
Great Feast.
THE SCHEDULE OF SERVICES HERE AT ST. GEORGE
IS AS FOLLOWS:
Tonight

8/5

7:00 pm

Tomorrow

8/6

9:30 am

Wednesday 8/8
Friday
8/10

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Great Vespers of the Transfiguration
Greek Orthodox Church
Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the
Transfiguration at Transfiguration
Greek Orthodox Church
Paraclesis Service here at St. George
Paraclesis Service here at St. George
Paraclesis Service here at St. George

LET US ALL MAKE AN EFFORT TO ATTEND THESE BEAUTIFUL SERVICES
HONORING OUR MOST BLESSED MOTHER ON HER
GREATEST FEAST DAY AS WE PREPARE TO CELEBRATE HER GREAT
FEAST, HER DORMITION AND ASSUMPTION INTO HEAVEN

“Most Holy Theotokos Save Us!!”

The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary
The Feast of the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated on August 15 each year. The Feast commemorates the repose or "falling-asleep" of the
Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Feast also commemorates the translation or assumption into
heaven of the body of the Theotokos. The Holy Scriptures tell us that when our Lord was dying
on the Cross, He saw His mother and His disciple John and said to the Virgin Mary, "Woman, behold your son!" and to John, "Behold your mother!". From that hour, the Apostle took care of the
Theotokos in his own home. Along with the biblical reference in Acts 1:14 that confirms that the
Virgin Mary was with the Holy Apostles on the day of Pentecost, the tradition of the Church
holds that she remained in the home of the Apostle John in Jerusalem, continuing a ministry in
word and deed. At the time of her death, the disciples of our Lord who were preaching throughout the world returned to Jerusalem to see the Theotokos. Except for the Apostle Thomas, all of
them including the Apostle Paul were gathered together at her bedside. At the moment of her
death, Jesus Christ himself descended and carried her soul into heaven.
Following her repose, the body of the Theotokos was taken in procession and laid in a tomb near
the Garden of Gethsemane. When the Apostle Thomas arrived three days after her repose and
desired to see her body, the tomb was found to be empty. The bodily assumption of the Theotokos
was confirmed by the message of an angel and by her appearance to the Apostles. The Icon of
the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos shows her on her deathbed surrounded by the Apostles. Christ is standing in the center, looking at His mother. He is holding a small child clothed in
white representing the soul of the Virgin Mary. With His golden garments, the angels above His
head, and the mandorla surrounding Him, Christ is depicted in His divine glory.
Icon of the Feast

1. Christ, appearing in His
Glory, stands in the center
of the icon cradling the
soul of His Mother, the
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.
2. The Apostles bow their
heads in reverence to the
Theotokos as Saint Peter
censes her body.
3. The Apostle Paul bows in
honor of the Theotokos.

4. Also in attendance to pray for
the Theotokos were several
Bishops.
5. The Theotokos lies
in the center of the
icon surrounded by
the Apostles and a
candle in front of
her bed .

THE GRAPES, THAT ARE BEING BLESSED TODAY, FOR THE FEAST
OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST, ARE DONATED BY FR.
LEONARD FOR THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF HIS FAMILY AND
FOR THE PARISHIONERS OF ST. GEORGE AND THEIR FAMILIES!

THANK YOU
Thank you to Joe Kadir for the donation to the Lowell Transitional Living
Center, in memory of his beloved wife, Terry Husson Kadir.
Thank you to Bob Maria and Eli Dikmak for their donations to the Lowell
Transitional Living Center
THANK YOU
We would like to thank Jonathan, Kerry, Alexander and Emma
Steele for their generous donation to St. George, for the health and
safety of their parents, Fred and Gwen Noonan. May God bless
them all with good health and happiness always!
SPECIAL THANK YOU!
On behalf of the entire Parish, we would like to thank Azar and
all the workers and benefactors who worked so hard to make the
annual Folk Festival the success it was!!!
We ask Almighty God to Bless them all with peace, good health
and happiness!

COMING SOON
Let’s Party
MARK YOUR CALENDAR ! ! !
FUN EVENING, MUSIC, RAFFLE
IN HONOR OF HILDA ZANANIRI
This year we will be celebrating our 35th annual
Cocktail Raffle fundraiser on September 21st at the
Andover Country Club. Please help us make this joyous and successful in honor of Hilda Zananiri.
If you need tickets, please feel free to contact Martha at
978-397-4376. Please mail all ticket returns and
checks no later than September 14th to Martha Stewart
at
330 Tyngsboro Road #2, Dracut, MA 01826,
or you can see her in church.
Martha Stewart
Chairwoman

COFFEE HOURS
For those interested in signing up to host a coffee hour
please put your name and the reason you are hosting it on
the calendar in the back of the hall. If no one sponsors a coffee hour there will NOT be any for that day. Please see Fr.
Leonard if you have any questions.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
The Lowell Transitional Living Center serves breakfast,
lunch, and dinner to over one hundred people at each meal
daily! I volunteer to help serve dinner the first Tuesday of
every month. Won't you join me? If you'd like to help in this
very rewarding experience, see Lisa Ansara or email me at
lisaansara17@gmail.com.
As you are aware, feeding over 100 people a hot, full meal is
expensive! If you'd like to donate towards the meal, checks
can be made to LTLC and given to Lisa. It costs approximately $350 for each dinner so any and all donations are
appreciated.

Good Health to All !
Robert and Elaine Maria &
Family

