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WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday:  Matins (Orthros) Service  9:00 a.m. Sunday School: Every other Sunday, 9:30  a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  

Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. Church Office Hours;:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 a.m. and we should not arrive late.  When we do arrive late and the Epistle 
or Gospel is being read or the priest is preaching the sermon or the Great Entrance is taking place, please 

REMAIN in the Vestibule until it is finished before entering the Church.  At the end of the Divine Lit-
urgy please keep your conversation until the “Coffee Hour”.  We should leave the Church in silence. 

 
Important Notice:  The reception of Holy Communion is limited to Orthodox Christians who have pre-

pared themselves by prayer, fasting and recent Confession.  Confessions are heard on Sunday mornings 
during the Matins Service or by special appointment.  The Eucharistic Fast begins at midnight on Satur-

day and ends up with the receiving of Holy Communion.  If you are on medication or a young child, you 
can have a light breakfast before coming to church.  If you have any questions, please call Fr. Leonard. 

 

Thank you,  
Father Leonard 
Prayer Requests and Bulletin News:   All prayer requests and articles for the weekly bulletin must be 

submitted each week by Noon, Tuesday: emailed to Fr. Leonard at fatherfaris@comcast.net or call  

978-452-4816, otherwise, the requests and articles will be published the following week. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

If anyone is in the hospital it is the duty of the family to inform the priest so that he can visit 

the patient.  Also, if anyone is homebound and would like to receive Holy Communion, he/

she or a family member should contact Fr. Leonard to make arrangements to bring the  

Sacrament to the shut-in.  Fr. Leonard is always happy to bring the Sacraments to those in 

Hospitals, Nursing Homes or at home.  Thank you and God bless! 



Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 4 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of 

the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the 

Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled. Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy. 

 

Entrance Hymn  

Ha-lum-mu li-nas-judu, wal-nar-ka’ lil-ma-sih, khal-lis-na ya bna l-lah, ya man qa-ma min 

by-nil-am-wat, li-nu-rat-til la-ka, Hal-li-lu-ia 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 4 (repeated) 

 

Troparion of the Nativity of Christ, Tone 4 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they 

that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know 

that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.  

 

Troparion of Sunday after the Nativity, Tone 2 

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast seen a 

Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi thou didst 

worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to 

save our souls.  

 

Troparion of St. Stephen, Tone 4 

The crown of the Kingdom hath adorned the brow of thy head because of the contests that thou 

hast endured for Christ God, thou first of the martyred Saints; for when thou hadst censured the 

Jews’ madness, thou sawest Christ thy Savior standing at the right hand of the Father. O 

Stephen, ever pray Him for us, that He would save our souls.  

 

Troparion of St. George, Tone 4 

As deliver of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirmed, champion of kings, 

victorious great martyr George, intercede with Christ our God, for our souls’ salvation. 

 

Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ, Tone 3 

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth 

doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the Magi 

travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child,  

He Who existed before the ages as God.  



THE EPISTLE 

His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.  
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (6:8-7:5, 47-60)  

In those days, Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among 

the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as 
it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from 

Cilicia and Asia, arose and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand 

the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated men, 
who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 

And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon 
him and seized him and brought him before the council, and set up false witnesses 
who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the 

law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place, 
and will change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all 
who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. The high 

priest said, “Is this so?” And Stephen said: “Brethren and fathers, hear me. The God 
of glory appeared to our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before 

December 27, 2020 Liturgy Variables 3 Sunday after Nativity he lived in Haran, 
and said to him, ‘Depart from your land and from your kindred and go into the land 
which I will show you.’ Then he departed from the land of the Chaldeans, and lived 

in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in 
which you are now living; yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s 

length, but promised to give it to him in possession and to his posterity after him, 

though he had no child. But it was Solomon who built a house for Him. Yet the 
Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands; as the prophet says, ‘Heaven 
is My throne, and earth My footstool. What house will you build for Me’, says the 

Lord, ‘or what is the place of My rest? Did not My hand make all these things?’ You 
stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 

Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers 
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, Whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received 

the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” Now when they heard these  



things they were enraged, and they grinded their teeth against him. But Stephen, 

full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a 

loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together upon him. Then they cast 
him out of the city and stoned him; and the witnesses laid down their garments at 

the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.  

 
THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)  

When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Jo-
seph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, to de-

stroy Him.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother by night, and departed 
to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” Then Herod, 
when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and 
he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who 

were two years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from 
the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A 

voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more.” But when Herod 
died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
“Rise, take the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 

sought the Child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother, 
and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over 

Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a 

dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city 
called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He 

shall be called a Nazarene.”  



Prayers are being offered for  the  
Health and Safety of: 

Nora Abdelahad 
Connie Abodeely 
Virginia Andersson 

Lorice Ansara 
William Ansara 
Phyllis & Nel Arsenault 
Siham Bahou 
Charles Behrakis 

Ed Betor 

Paul & Kerrie Betor 
David and Cindy Boragine 
Ida Boragine 

George Ead 
George Ellis 
Michael Faris 
Michael Forsley 
Athanasia Grivas 

Duayne Habib 

Sam Halperin & Family 
Elias Hanna & Family 
Joe Kadir 
Fr. Stephen and Family 

Rose Lowe 
Joseph Mansour 
Lynn, Thomas Marcotte & Family 
Clemence Maria 

Karine Nabbout & Family 
Gwen Noonan 

Helen Poulos 
Lilanne Saad 
Amad Tayebi 

Jack Trottier 
Dr. Vartan & Lisa Yeghiazarians  & 
 Family 
Genia Yeghiazarians 
Fr. Andrew and Khouryee Jane Zbeeb  

Prayers are being offered  in Memory of: 

Charles Abdelahad 
George Abodeely 

Miriam Abodeely 
Andrew Ansara 
Elias Ansara 
John Ansara 

Maurice Ansara 
Michael Ansara 
Gladys Assaly 

Linda Assaly 
Yaacoub Awad 

Juliette Bahou 
Laurice Bahou 
Widad Batten 
James “Jimmy” Beaudry 
Calvin Beede 

June Behrakis 
Lillian Betor 

Dorothy Boragine 
Sal Boragine 

Cleopatra Bouras 
Ella Jean Elias 
Rosalind Elias 
Frances Ellis 
Frank Ellis 

George & Elsie Faris 
Mary T. Faris 
Mary V. Faris 

Phillip George 
Elizabeth & Joseph  Ghareeb 

Elias Grivas 
George P. Habib 
Afaff Haddad, mother of  
       Hanna Bahou who passed 

        Away in California 
 

Emile & Teffaha Haddad 
Philip & Rosalind Hajjar 

Charles & Annie Hamwey 
Dorothea Husson 
Eleanor Husson 
Joanne Husson 

N. Mary Husson 
Terry Husson Kadir 
Siham Khadij 

George Lowe 
Amanda Louh 

Efthymios & Paraskevi Manolis 
Robert Maria 
George Matook 
Denise McCrady 
Nafie Moses 

Elias Nabbout 
Fred Noonan 

Frederick & Matilda Noonan 
Paul Panagopoulos, Sr. 

Anisse Saad 
Hanna Saad 
Mary Saati 
George W. & Mary Saba 
Badawi Sabbouh 

Eleanor Shalhoup 
Fred Simon 
Chakeep Skaff 

Judy Skaff 
Mildred & Arthur Skaff 

Minnie Skaff 
Nellie Husson Skaff 
Ricky Skaff 
Stephen Skaff 

T. Michael Skaff 
J. B. Taleb 
Elaine Vieira 

Leon Yeghiazarians 
Mary Ann & Charles Zaharias 

Hilda Zananiri 
Nahil Zananiri 



DUES  
 

As we are closing in on the end of 2020, I wanted to send a reminder to those who have 
not fully paid their pledges.  To get the full tax benefit, please have your donation made 

no later than Sunday, December 27th .    
 
For those who have not committed a pledge but would still like to submit a  

donation please send a check via mail to the address below or place it in the basket when 

you enter the church.  
 

St. George Church Attn: Treasurer  
44 Bowers Street  

Lowell, MA 01854  

 
As a way to better communicate and manage questions I have created a  

mailbox.  Please feel free to ask questions, provide feedback or submit requests by email at  

stgeorgetreasurerlowell@gmail.com  
 

You can also make your pledge online  

https://www.myegiving.com/app/giving/St9999948 
 
Thank you  

Mack Louh 

REMINDER 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO WEAR A MASK WHEN 

E.NTERING THE CHURCH AND  

WEARING IT  THROUGHOUT THE  
LITURGY. 

https://www.myegiving.com/app/giving/St9999948


In Loving Memory of 
Robert Maria.   

Always in our Hearts ! 
The Maria Family 

Free Healthy Living Consultations 


