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WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday:  Matins (Orthros) Service  9:00 a.m. Sunday School: Every other Sunday, 9:30  a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. Church Office Hours;:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 a.m. and we should not arrive late.  When we do arrive late and the Epistle 

or Gospel is being read or the priest is preaching the sermon or the Great Entrance is taking place, please 

REMAIN in the Vestibule until it is finished before entering the Church.  At the end of the Divine  
Liturgy please keep your conversation until you have left the Church.   

We should leave the Church in silence. 
 

Important Notice:  The reception of Holy Communion is limited to Orthodox Christians who have  

prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and recent Confession.  Confessions are heard on Sunday  
mornings during the Matins Service or by special appointment.  The Eucharistic Fast begins at midnight 

on Saturday and ends up with the receiving of Holy Communion.  If you are on medication or a young 
child, you can have a light breakfast before coming to church.  If you have any questions, please call Fr. 

Leonard. 
 

Thank you,  
Father Leonard 
 
Prayer Requests and Bulletin News:   All prayer requests and articles for the weekly bulletin must be 
submitted each week by Noon, Tuesday: emailed to Fr. Leonard at fatherfaris@comcast.net or call  

978-452-4816, otherwise, the requests and articles will be published the following week. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

If anyone is in the hospital it is the duty of the family to inform the priest so that he can visit the  
patient.  Also, if anyone is homebound and would like to receive Holy Communion, he/she or a 

family member should contact Fr. Leonard to make arrangements to bring the Sacrament to the 
shut-in.  Fr. Leonard is always happy to bring the Sacraments to those in Hospitals, Nursing Homes 

or at home.  Thank you and God bless! 



Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 4 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women 

disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the 
news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled. Christ God is risen, granting the 

world great mercy. 
 

Entrance Hymn of the Circumcision 

Come let us worship and fall down before Christ.  O Son of God, who art circumcised in 
the flesh; who sing to Thee.  Alleluia. 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 4 (repeated) 
 

Troparion of the Circumcision of Christ, Tone 1 

Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself without change O greatly-compassionate 
Master, though being God by nature; fulfilling the Law, Thou willingly receives 

circumcision in the flesh that Thou mightiest end the shadow and roll away the veil of our 
sinful passions.  Glory be to Thy goodness unto us.  Glory be to Thy compassion.  Glory, O 

Word, to Thine inexpressible condescension. 

 
Troparion of St. Basil the Great, Tone 1 

Thy sound hath gone forth into all the earth, which hath received thy word.  Thereby thou 

hast divinely taught the Faith; thou hast made manifest the nature of all things that be; 
thou hast adorned the ways of man.  O namesake of the royal priesthood, our righteous 

Father Basil, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 
Troparion of St. George, Tone 4 

As deliver of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirmed, champion of kings, 
victorious great martyr George, intercede with Christ our God, for our souls’ salvation. 

 

Kontakion of the Circumcision of Christ, Tone 3 
Now the Lord of all that is doth undergo circumcision, in His goodness cutting off the sins 

and failings of mortals. He this day doth give salvation unto the whole world; and the 

hierarch and bright daystar of the Creator now rejoiceth in the highest, Basil the wise 
and divine initiate of Christ. 



THE EPISTLE 
My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

understanding.  Hear this, all ye people. 
The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul Epistle to the Colossians. (2:8-12) 

Brethren, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, 
and not according to Christ. For in Him the whole fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily, 

and you have come to fullness of life in Him, Who is the head of all rule and authority. In 
Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off 
the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were buried with Him in 

baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, 
Who raised Him from the dead. 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (2:20-21, 40-52) 

And it came to pass that the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, 
when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He 

was conceived in the womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon Him. Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at 
the feast of the Passover. And when He was twelve years old, they went up according to 

custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing Him to be in the 
company they went a day’s journey, and they sought Him among their kinsfolk and 

acquaintances; and when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking 
Him. After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard Him were amazed at His 
understanding and His answers. And when they saw Him they were astonished; and His 
mother said to Him, “Son, why hast Thou treated us so? Behold, Thy father and I have 

been looking for Thee anxiously.” And Jesus said to them, “How is it that you sought 
Me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father’s house?” And they did not 
understand the saying which He spoke to them. And He went down with them and 

came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and His mother kept all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man. 



Prayers are being offered for  the  
Health and Safety of: 

Nora Abdelahad 
ANSARA:  Lorice, Yvette 
Nel Arsenault 

BETOR:  Ed, Paul & Kerrie 
BORAGINE:  David & Cindy, Ida 
Sharon DeForest 
Daniella Forsley De LaFuente 
Charbel El-Hashem 

George Ellis 
Athanasia Grivas 
Duayne Habib 
Victoria Ishac 

Fr. Stephen and Family 
MANSOUR:  Joseph, Ray 
Lynn, Thomas Marcotte & Family 
Clemence Maria 
Karine Nabbout & Family 

Gwen Noonan 
Helen Poulos 
Michael Saati 
Bassam Taleb 
Amad Tayebi 

Jack Trottier 
Robert, Denise & Megan Wagstaff 
Dr. Vartan & Lisa Yeghiazarians  & 
 Family 

Genia Yeghiazarians 
Khouryee Jane Zbeeb 

Prayers are being offered  in Memory of: 

Charles Abdelahad 
ABODEELY:  Connie, George, 

 Miriam 
Hayel Altali 
ANSARA: Andrew, Elias  
 John, Maurice, Michael 

Phyllis Arsenault 
ASSALY:  Gladys, Linda 
Yaacoub Awad 
BAHOU:  Juliette, Laurice, Siham 
Widad Batten 

James “Jimmy” Beaudry 
Lillian Betor 
BORAGINE: Dorothy, Sal 
Cleopatra Bouras 
ELIAS:  Ella Jean 

ELLIS:  Frances,  Frank 
FARIS:  George & Elsie, 
 Mary T., Mary V. 
Pamela Jo Forsley 

Elizabeth & Joseph  Ghareeb 
Elias Grivas 
George P. Habib 
Emile & Teffaha Haddad 
Philip & Rosalind Hajjar 

Elias Hanna 
HUSSON:  Dorothea,  
 Eleanor, Joanne, Robert 
N. Mary Husson 
Joe & Terry Husson Kadir 

Salim Khabazeh 

LAKKIS:  Gerges, Michel 
LOUH:  Amanda, Nuha Shahin 

LOWE: George & Rose 
Efthymios & Paraskevi Manolis 
Robert Maria 
Jenny Mansur 

George Matook 
Maurice Matte 
Denise McCrady 
Nafie Moses 
Elias Nabbout 

Fred Noonan 
Frederick & Matilda Noonan 
Paul Panagopoulos, Sr. 
SAAD:  Anisse, Hanna 
Mary Saati 

George W. & Mary Saba 
Badawi Sabbouh 
Eleanor Shalhoup 
Fred Simon 

SKAFF:  Chakeep 
 Mildred & Arthur, Minnie 
 Nellie, Ricky, Stephen,  
 T. Michael Skaff 
J. B. Taleb 

Lydia Tateosian 
Elaine Vieira 
Leon Yeghiazarians 
Mary Ann & Charles Zaharias 
ZANANIRI: Hilda, Nahil 

Fr. Andrew Zbeeb 

MEMORIAL - NEXT WEEK - January 8th 

A 1 Year Memorial will be offered for the repose of the soul 

of the Servant of God, Salim Khabazeh, offered by his wife 

and children.  May Salim’s memory be eternal. 



St. Basil the Great 

 

Saint Basil the Great was born about the end of the year 329 in Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a 

family renowned for their learning and holiness. His parents' names were Basil and Emily. His 

mother Emily and his grandmother Macrina are Saints of the Church, together with all his 

brothers and sisters: Macrina, his elder sister, Gregory of Nyssa, Peter of Sebastia, and Naucra-

tius. Basil studied in Constantinople under the sophist Libanius, then in Athens, where also he 

formed a friendship with the young Gregory, a fellow Cappadocian, later called "the Theolo-

gian." Through the good influence of his sister Macrina, he chose to embrace the ascetical life, 

abandoning his worldly career. He visited the monks in Egypt, in Palestine, in Syria, and in 

Mesopotamia, and upon returning to Caesarea, he departed to a hermitage on the Iris River in 

Pontus, not far from Annesi, where his mother and his sister Macrina were already treading the 

path of the ascetical life; here he also wrote his ascetical homilies. 

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his 

throne and was entrusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in 

voluntary poverty and strict asceticism, having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy 

as a worthy successor of the Apostles. The Emperor Valens, and Modestus, the Eparch of the 

East, who were of one mind with the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments to bend 

the Saint to their own confession, because he was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, 

and preserved it from heresy when Arianism was at its strongest. But he set all their malice at 

nought, and in his willingness to give himself up to every suffering for the sake of the Faith, 

showed himself to be a martyr by volition. Modestus, amazed at Basil's fearlessness in his pres-

ence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him. "Perhaps," answered the Saint, "you have never 

met a bishop before." The Emperor Valens himself was almost won over by Basil's dignity and 

wisdom. When Valens' son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to pray for him. The Saint 
promised that his son would be restated if Valens agreed to have him baptized by the Ortho-

dox; Valens agreed, Basil prayed, and the son was restored. But afterwards the Emperor had 

him baptized by Arians, and the child died soon after. Later, Valens, persuaded by his counsel-

lors, decided to send the Saint into exile because he would not accept the Arians into commun-

ion; but his pen broke when he was signing the edict of banishment. He tried a second time and 

a third, but the same thing happened, so that the Emperor was filled with dread, and tore up 

the document, and Basil was not banished. The truly great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical 

practices and continual labours, at the helm of the church, departed to the Lord on the 1st of 

January, in 379. at the age of forty-nine.  His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, 

and rich are these gifts he set forth the doctrines concerning the mysteries both of the creation 

(see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy Trinity. Because of the majesty and keenness of his elo-

quence, he is honoured as "the revealer of heavenly things" and "the Great." 



Feast of the Holy Theophany of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ  

January 6 

Introduction 

The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is cele-

brated each year on January 6. The Feast commemorates the Baptism of Christ and the divine 

revelation of the Holy Trinity. At the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the Holy Trinity—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were made manifest. Thus, the name of the Feast is Epiphany, 

meaning manifestation, or Theophany, meaning manifestation of God. 

 

Biblical Story 

The Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew 3, Mark 

1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-34.  John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the one chosen 

by God to proclaim His coming, was preaching in the wilderness and was baptizing all who 

would respond to his message calling for repentance. As he was doing this, John was directing 

the people toward the one who would baptize them with the Holy Spirit.  The Scriptures tell us 

that Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. Initially, John would 

not do this, saying that Jesus should baptize him. Jesus said to John, “Let it be so now; for it is 

proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness. John consented and baptized Jesus.  When 

Jesus came up from the water, the heavens opened suddenly, and the Holy Spirit descended up-

on Him. The Bible records that the Spirit descended like a dove and alighted on him. When this 

happened, a voice came from heaven and said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.” This was the voice of God the Father. Christ’s baptism in the Jordan was “theophany,” a 

manifestation of God to the world, because it was the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry. It 

was also a “theophany” in that the world was granted a revelation of the Holy Trinity. All three 

Persons were made manifest together: the Father testified from on high to the divine Sonship of 
Jesus; the Son received His Father’s testimony; and the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove, de-

scending from the Father and resting upon the Son.  The theme of “manifestation” or “revelation” 

is also expressed in Scripture with the symbolism of light. In the hymn of the Feast we sing, 

“Christ has appeared and enlightened the world.” Thus, January 6 is also known as the Feast of 

Lights. The Church celebrates on this day the illumination of the world by the light of Christ. 

THIS WEEK 

Thu Jan 5 7:00 pm Divine Liturgy for the Great Feast of the  

   Theophany and Epiphany of Our Lord and  

   Savior Jesus Christ and the Great Blessing of  

   Water. 



In Loving Memory of 
Robert Maria.   

Always in our Hearts ! 
The Maria Family 


